BELGIUM^ HOLLAND AND SWITZERLAND

FROM the end of the century affairs in the South, in German Switzer-
land, took a less favourable turn. Would a Swiss write to-day what
Oreggi of Zurich declared in a book in 1841? He seemed 'filled
with a sacred duty towards his nation, the German nation, for in
the realm of the spirit, of sciences and arts, did not Germany and
German Switzerland form a single people?' ?

For a long time the foundation of the Reich had a negative effect
on German sympathies in Switzerland, rather than a favourable one.
The Swiss liked to take contemptuous stock of those poor devils of
Germans, slaves to their princes. The fact that from time imme-
morial the great seigneurs of Basle, of Zurich and Berne also, have
sought their domestics on the right bank of the Rhine, had in a sense
set the tone for the judgement to be passed on the Germans in the
new Empire.

. . . But it must be agreed that the situation has since changed,
above all in the eyes of seriously-minded people; they no longer over-
look the importance of the Empire and its inhabitants.

... It is above all in the sphere of material interests that Swiss
Germanism and Reich Germanism will learn to know each other
more intimately and to unite. It is useless to argue at length how
important to German Switzerland, and above all to Basle, has been
the foundation of the Empire and the absorption within its -frontiers
of all the left bank of the Upper Rhine; the importance of the St.
Gothard railway conies just as readily to mind.

And if one desires to understand how much the transport facilities
and the economic trend have already worked in the direction of fusion,
one need only recall the fact that in the most industrialised and most
ambitious towns of German Switzerland, at Basle and St. Gall, the
Reich Germans constitute one third of the sedentary population.
That which is here having a quiet beginning may one day achieve a
striking development, in accordance with the spirit, if not the letter
of those prophetic lines of the great Swiss poet:

'Patience! The day will come when a single tent will give shelter
to all the German country.'                 -^ LAMPRECHT. BibL> M&

(ed. 1912).

(Communicated by German Embassy^ 4 August]
(By telegraph]                                          ^^ + ^^ ig^

Please dispel any mistrust that may subsist on the part of the
British Government with regard to our intentions, by repeating
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